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National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 

The purpose of this eNews is to provide members of the National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse & Exploitation monthly updates on 

trends, issues, studies, and work being done in the field of child sexual exploitation prevention. The material highlighted in the eNews is for 

information purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement. If you believe you are receiving this email in error or would like to  

unsubscribe from this service, please email: PreventTogether@gmail.com. 

From Our New President, Jordan Posamentier  

2020 promises to be an important and productive year for the Prevention Coali-

tion! In 2020 the Coalition will build on the substantial progress made under the 

leadership of President Tiffany Sawyer in 2019.  

 

We want you to know that we heard you at the Annual Meeting and through our 

recent strategy survey! Your input has resulted in a bold new plan for the Coalition 

this year. The Steering Committee met recently to develop new goals and  

objectives. Many of these are detailed more fully in this newsletter.  

 

Specifically, in response to input from many of you, we are looking at becoming  

a stand-alone 501 c 3 this year. We will be better addressing our budgetary 

needs. We are also looking at strategies that will showcase our Coalition and 

members as thought leaders and experts to the field, particularly through our 

website.   

 

Please feel free to contact me any time with your thoughts, concerns and suggestions,                          

jposamentier@cfchildren.org. I look forward to working with you all! 

Jordan Posamentier, courtesy of 
NCMEC 

The National Alliance of Children’s Trust and Prevention Funds is now the  

Children’s Trust Fund Alliance 
 

New name. New look. Same mission.  

 

The National Alliance of Children’s 

Trust and Prevention Funds is now the 

Children’s Trust Fund Alliance! The 

Children’s Trust Fund Alliance believes 

preventing child maltreatment is more 

than a family matter. 
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Becoming a Stand-Alone 501 c 3 Organization 

Overwhelmingly, Prevention Coalition members have indicated that it is time to become a 

stand-alone 501 c 3 organization. This move would make it easier to obtain grants and 

donations. It would streamline dues collection and all other 

financial transactions. Importantly, it legitimizes us as an organization. 

 

We’ve come so far. The Prevention Coalition has been under the auspices of 

other organizations and fiscal sponsors since it was founded in 2005.  

 

The Coalition was a committee of the National Center for Missing and Exploit-

ed Children (NCMEC) through 2011. NCMEC provided the Coalition with both 

financial and administrative support. In 2012 NCAC became the Coalition’s 

fiscal sponsor. 

 

In 2016 NCMEC discontinued its administrative support function. The Coali-

tion existed without paid administrative support until mid-2018. In late 2018 the Coalition obtained a grant to 

pay for ten hours of administrative support per week. In 2017 Darkness to Light took over as fiscal sponsor 

of the Prevention Coalition and then the World Childhood Foundation in 2019. 

 

The Prevention Coalition is thriving. While it is still dependent on grant funding for administrative support, 

financial reserves have grown, membership is expanding, and the scope of the Coalition’s work has in-

creased. It is time for the next step. 

 

In early January, the Steering Committee met and voted unanimously to pursue 501(c)3 status. This will 

mean state incorporation, followed by an application to the IRS for tax-exempt status. The Coalition is cur-

rently seeking pro-bono legal representation and advice. It is also moving to adjust dues to sustain a base 

operation without grants or donations. (See Treasurer Teresa Rafael’s letter on page 3) The Coalition will 

increase efforts to obtain grants and donations for Coalition projects and initiatives. 

 

Please contact Jordan Posamentier, jposamentier@cfchildren.org if you are interested in helping with this 

exciting new undertaking. 

New Resources for Survivors Available from NCMEC 
 

The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) is com-

mitted to addressing the long-term needs of survivors of child sexual abuse 

imagery (CSAI) by providing resources and avenues for the continuum of 

care after the abuse has stopped. In this vein, they have released a new 

webpage found under the “Get Help Now” banner with resources for survi-

vors and their families. Additionally, they are creating a network of mental 

health therapists and attorneys who specialize in these cases and increas-

ing awareness about the unique and sensitive nature of this crime to law 

enforcement and other child advocates.  

mailto:jposamentier@cfchildren.org
http://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/csai-resources
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A Letter from Treasurer Teresa Rafael 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
Happy New Year!  I am writing to you from my perspective as the Treasurer of 
the National Coalition for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploita-
tion. The Steering Committee just completed a dynamic meeting in Atlanta. We 
looked in depth at a proposed budget for FY 2020 for the Coalition and it 
seems important to share with the full membership some of the key elements 
of our budget planning: 
 
Until recent years, the Coalition benefitted significantly from donated adminis-
trative and programmatic support from the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children (NCMEC). This allowed us to keep membership dues low and 
to take important actions to support our collective work. 

 
NCMEC determined a few years ago that it was no longer able to provide ad-
ministrative support. In late 2018, the Coalition obtained a $10,000 grant for 
about ten hours per week of administrative support. In 2019 we have increased 
our legislative policy advocacy efforts and expanded the benefits of our annual membership meeting, as 
well as continued the work of the committees in other areas. Without administrative support, there would be 
serious reductions in the current level of Coalition activities and support for its members. The Coalition has 
a grant of $5,000 for administrative support in 2020 but there is no commitment or expectation that this 
funding will continue after this year. 
 
When we reviewed projections for revenue and expenses it was clear that we have a deficit of close to 
$5,000 between revenue and expenses. This will be an ongoing budget deficit for each of the coming years 
and is clearly unsustainable for the future.   
 
For this fiscal year, we can draw down on the small reserves that this grant has allowed us to develop. This 
is a short-term solution.  And, it is important that the Coalition build a reserve fund to support special pro-
jects and to allow continued functioning in the event of loss of revenue, etc. 
 
After much discussion of the Steering Committee, it seems inevitable that the Coalition must increase its 
membership dues. We will do this in a transparent and participatory way with you, the members of the Coa-
lition.  We will be sending out the dues invoices for 2020 in the coming weeks.  In hopes that it will work for 
organizational members, we will send an invoice with an increased amount of $500.  Our previous dues 
amount has been $300. We understand that some of the members may have difficulty in paying this new 
amount without longer term notice.  If that is true for you and it is a true hardship this year, please let us 
know by contacting Cathy Townsend at catherinetownsend@yahoo.com. 
 
We will have more discussion on the Steering Committee and among all the members.  In the meantime, 
we need to get the dues process underway. We don’t want you to be surprised at the changed amount and 
we want you to understand the reality and the discussion process behind this action.  As members, you are 
the Coalition’s top priority.   
 
I would be happy to talk further about this if you would like to have a conversation.  
Warm regards, 
 
Teresa Rafael, MSW  
Children’s Trust Fund Alliance 

Teresa Rafael, courtesy of NCMEC 

mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
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The CDC Moves Ahead with Youth Serving Organization Safety Initiative 

On December 20, Pam Brown of the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) notified the Prevention Coalition that it has con-

firmed funding for the CDC Foundation project Child Safety in Youth 

Serving Organizations: Assuring Safe, Stable, Nurturing Relationships 

and Environments. Three foundations, including Prevention Coalition 

member World Childhood Foundation USA, stepped up to make this 

long-awaited project a reality. 

 

The CDC expects to begin implementation of the funded project early 

in 2020. This includes hiring a full-time CDC Foundation Fellow who 

will be responsible for coordinating the project activities and working 

with CDC staff.  

 

The first phase of this work is an evaluation of current policies and 

practices in YSO’s for CSA prevention and an update of CDC’s 2007 publication Preventing Child Sexual 

Abuse Within Youth-Serving Organizations: Getting Started on Policies and Procedures.  

 

The CDC anticipates the full project will take more than two years to complete once started.  

 

This project has been a priority for the Prevention Coalition since 2017. The Coalition stands ready to assist 

and support the CDC in any way possible. 

REALLY? Free 2007 CDC Reports Selling for $20 on eBay! 

Those of us in the field of child sexual abuse prevention know that 

it is difficult to sell or even give away reports and resource guides 

for the work we do. This is why it is so amazing that a 2007 CDC 

report on child sexual abuse is currently being sold by two vendors 

on eBay for $19.92 and $23.32 respectively. This is a real testa-

ment to the quality of the report and the need it meets. 

 

In 2007 the CDC published the highly acclaimed Preventing Child 

Sexual Abuse Within Youth-Serving Organizations: Getting Started 

on Policies and Procedures. The CDC printed and distributed thou-

sands of these guides over the years, at no charge. The report is 

currently available for free download from CDC’s website.  

 

A number of Prevention Coalition members participated in the de-

velopment of the 2007 report, and the Prevention Coalition has 

supported the CDC’s efforts to update the document since 2017. 

The CDC just announced it has received funding to update the 

document over the next several years (see above).  
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New White Paper from NCMEC 

 

The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) has an-

nounced that a white paper, titled “Captured on Film: Survivors of Child 

Sex Abuse Imagery are Stuck in a Unique Cycle of Trauma,” has been 

completed and is featured on the NCMEC website here.  

 

This white paper is the first edition of a robust guide featuring insights from 

all continuum of care professionals. NCMEC’s goal is to share this white 

paper among professional communities and discuss opportunities for 

presentations, training sessions, and endorsements.  

 

Updating the Prevention Coalition Website 

 

The www.preventtogether.org website is the face of the Prevention Coalition. When the Coalition tries to 

sell itself or inform professionals or the public on happenings or resources in the field, where must people 

go? The website.  

 

The Prevention Coalition website needs updating! Documents and resources need to be updated and 

greatly expanded. The website needs to be improved aesthetically and attention needs to be spent on 

making it more accessible from mobile devices. 

 

The first order of business in this update is to conceptually redesign the website. What pages do we 

need? What documents and resources do we want to share? What do we want each page to look like?  

 

Simultaneously, we need to make small changes to the existing website to make it more current and re-

sponsive in the here and now.  

 

Are you experienced with website redesign? Is this something you can help with? If you would like to 

learn more about the project and how you can help please get in touch with Communications Committee 

Leads Matt Hartvigsen mhartvigsen@youniquefoundation.org or Susan Kennedy sekennedy@ncmec.org.   

Pixabay.com 

http://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/missingkids/pdfs/Captured%20on%20Film.pdf
http://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/missingkids/pdfs/Captured%20on%20Film.pdf
http://www.missingkids.org/theissues/sexualabuseimagery
http://www.preventtogether.org
mailto:mhartvigsen@youniquefoundation.org
mailto:sekennedy@ncmec.org
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Nurturing the Next Generation of Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Practitioners 

 

The Prevention Coalition is committed to 

developing and nurturing the next genera-

tion of professionals who will follow us in 

this field. 

 

In 2020, the Coalition will be looking at 

and implementing strategies to involve col-

lege and graduate students in the work of 

the Coalition. This could consist of any-

thing from student memberships to student 

internships. 

 

Are you interested in working on this project? Please contact Nicole Epps nicole.epps@childhood

-usa.org or Katie Hanna katie.hanna@safesport.org to see how you can help. 

Interesting Facts From Our Friends at NSVRC 

NSVRC just let us know that the Bureau of Justice Statistics released a new report on Sexual Victimization 

Reported by Youth In Juvenile Facilities, 2018.  

 

• The overall rate of sexual victimization reported by youth declined from 9.5% in 2012 to 7.1% in 2018.  

• In 2018, 5.8% of youth reported sexual mis-

conduct by facility staff, and an estimated 

2.1% of youth reported sexual misconduct by 

facility staff that involved force or coercion.  

• In 2018, 1.9% of youth reported sexual victimi-

zation by another youth that involved force or 

coercion. 

The CDC Adds Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Tab to Its Website 
 
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recently added a tab specifically for 
Child Sexual Abuse Prevention to its Child Abuse and Neglect website.  

The CDC will be posting materials and resources to this web page periodi-
cally. Please take a look here. https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/
childabuseandneglect/childsexualabuse.html 

Prevention Coalition Sets Dates for 2020 All Member Calls 

Mark your calendar! Prevention Coalition All-Member calls will take place on February 21, 

May 15 and December 11 from 12:30 pm—2:00 pm ET. 

Pixabay.com 

mailto:nicole.epps@childhood-usa.org
mailto:nicole.epps@childhood-usa.org
mailto:katie.hanna@safesport.org
https://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?iid=6746&ty=pbdetail&utm_content=svryjf18&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?iid=6746&ty=pbdetail&utm_content=svryjf18&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://t.email.scouting.org/r/?id=h147f1626,a820438,a82148e
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/childabuseandneglect/childsexualabuse.html
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/childabuseandneglect/childsexualabuse.html
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An Op Ed from Jetta Bernier…. 

“Preventing Future Sanduskys, R. Kellys, Nassars, Epsteins” 

  

On New Year’s Day, the American Flag was raised atop the U.S. Cap-

itol Building “in honor of survivors and victims of childhood sexual 

abuse.”  This show of solidarity, initiated by Texas Senator John 

Cornyn, was a powerful reminder that child sexual abuse is, according 

to the America Medical Association, “a silent, violent epidemic.”  An 

estimated 42 million Americans living today are victims. One-third of 

them are infants, toddlers, school-aged children and teens; the aver-

age age of child victims is eight.  According to a U.S. Department of 

Education study, one in ten or 4.5 million students report experiencing 

some form of sexual abuse or misconduct by a school employee 

sometime between Kindergarten and 12th grade. 

  

Last month the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

reported that in 2018 alone, tech companies and the public made 18.4 

million reports to the Center’s Cyber-Tipline, that involved over 45 mil-

lion photos and videos of children being sexually abused – more than 

double the preceding year, and exponentially greater than the 100,000 

reports received in 2008.  These paralyzing figures have prompted 

public health officials to declare that sexual abuse and the online sexual exploitation of children have now 

reached a pandemic level. 

  

Numbers tell only a partial story. Research confirms that the impact of sexual abuse on children and teens 

can profoundly affect their physical and mental health, their capacity to learn and succeed academically, 

and their ability to form healthy social and emotional relationships. The trauma of sexual abuse often ex-

presses itself in adulthood through depression, substance abuse, broken relationships, or criminal behav-

ior. Our nation spends billions each year as law enforcement agencies, courts, child protection, health and 

mental health systems and social services programs struggle to deal with the aftermath of sexual abuse. 

Prevention holds the best promise of reducing the staggering human and fiscal costs. 

  

While raising the flag on the U.S. Capitol was intended to raise awareness about the problem, the reality is 

that citizens are already reminded with sickening regularity about the extent of child sexual abuse and its 

devastating impact on our children and communities. Names like Jerry Sandusky, Larry Nasser, R. Kelly, 

Jeffrey Epstein, and so many more have infiltrated our national consciousness. Every day, dozens of other 

names of those arrested for child sexual abuse are reported in local media. We hold our breath waiting to 

learn about the next parent, neighbor, teacher, clergy, police officer, public figure, youth counselor, theatre 

director, tutor, etc. whose sexual misconduct has violated our children and our trust.  

  

Clearly, the nation is benefitting greatly from the #MeToo movement that challenges the sexual assault of 

adults in the workplace. Children, however, remain largely on the sidelines of this conversation. What is 

required now is a #KidsToo movement to prevent the sexual assault of children in their “workplaces,” that 

is, in the places children live, learn, and play. 

  

Continued on page 8 

Jetta Bernier 
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… continued from page 7 

MassKids, the nation’s oldest non-profit child advocacy organization, is taking bold action to do just that. 
Its unique online action campaign, Pledge to Prevent™, is capitalizing on the public’s heightened aware-
ness about child sexual abuse and is building the knowledge and skills of everyday citizens to take specif-
ic, concrete and achievable actions to prevent sexual abuse from ever occurring.  
 
Partnering with parents, national organizations, sexual abuse survivors, college students, etc., the cam-
paign is challenging people everywhere to choose one of over 30 pledges as either a Learner to get the 
basic facts, a Prevention Influencer to educate others, a Safe Community Promoter to engage schools and 
youth organizations, or a Movement Builder to promote prevention legislation and policies. Pledgers imme-
diately receive resources matched to their specific pledge in order to build their knowledge and confidence, 
and empower them to carry out their selected prevention action.  
  
The campaign’s goal is to reach 42 million pledgers – the number of estimated U.S. victims living today. A 
national launch is planned in April to commemorate Child Abuse Prevention Month. “Celebrity survivors” 
from entertainment, music, and sports will serve as Pledge Ambassadors who will then challenge thou-
sands of their online followers to take action.  
  
We collectively raised the flag on New Year’s Day to commemorate survivors of childhood sexual abuse. 
Now, let our 2020 resolution be to raise our voices, get educated, take action, and reclaim the right of all 
our children to a healthy and safe childhood. 
 
Jetta Bernier is Executive Director of MassKids, the Boston-based child advocacy organization where she 
leads the Enough Abuse Campaign, a child sexual abuse prevention initiative that has been adopted in 8 
states. She is Policy Co-Chair for the National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation. 

CDC Report Highlights Research Needs 

The Department of Health and Human Services and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) just sent a report on preventing child sexual abuse to Congress, which highlights how preventing 

childhood sexual abuse is a public health priority. It also highlights research needs, including:  

• Better data collection is needed on victimization. Official data is limited by reporting, and many children 

delay or never disclose their abuse. Data is also at times inconsistent and contradictory because there 

is no standard measurement and definition of CSA.  

• More data is needed on the factors leading to CSA perpetration to better inform primary prevention. 

Most data on perpetration of CSA is based on information collected from victims or is from poor-

quality research or is based on small sample sizes. More research is needed to examine the different 

types of CSA perpetrators, on risk and protective factors to prevent per-

petration, and on how these risk factors overlap with perpetrating other 

forms of violence. 

• More research is needed to identify and evaluate approaches on all lev-

els (individual, relationship, community, and societal) for preventing 

adult and juvenile perpetration.  

• Additional research is needed to understand how to best communicate 

about CSA and adapt evidence-based prevention programs to different 

communities.  

http://www.pledgetoprevent.org/
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ATSA Solicits Conference Session Abstracts 

The Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers invites individuals 
and groups interested in presenting at the 2020 ATSA conference to sub-
mit your abstract by February 28, 2020. The theme for the conference is 
“Blending Voices, Strengthening Lives.” The conference takes place Oct. 
21-24 in San Antonio, Texas. 
 
All submissions related to the assessment, treatment, and management of individuals who sexually abuse 
and to the prevention of sexual abuse are welcome. 

 
Submit Your 2020 ATSA Concurrent Session Abstract through February 28, 2020. 

January/February/March Events 
 

Webinar: "Dear Stop It Now! Helpline... What Survivors Ask" January 28, 2020.1pm - 2pm ET Regis-

tration: https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/4183438736716820226  

 

All-Member Prevention Coalition Call: February 21, 12:30—2:00 pm ET Join Zoom Meeting https://
cfchildren.zoom.us/j/794149726 
 
Prevent Child Abuse Vermont Trainings: March 12-13, 2020, For questions or to register! 
pcavt@pcavt.org or 1-800-975-7147. 
 

Submit your events for inclusion in next month’s Events Calendar to drive awareness of your organization! 

Please email information to catherinetownsend@yahoo.com.  

 

Communications Committee Co-Chairs: Susan Kennedy & Matt Hartvigsen 

Prevent Child Abuse Vermont to Hold Trainings, March 12-13 

This two-day training in Montpelier will equip attendees with the knowledge and skills to facilitate two im-
portant programs for adults: Nurturing Healthy Sexual Development and Overcoming Barriers to Protecting 
Children from Sexual Abuse.   
 
For questions or to register! pcavt@pcavt.org or 1-800-975-7147. 

http://www.mmsend1.com/link.cfm?r=5lrLfaIrjWy8_tVbE3YxQQ~~&pe=_hF6dwQtIi_Bb3n8q8ud5H4fPndo256vPlN_wvQXUslvtn8yQQPY9CizO6nRRQ-K7b1RR9ogGxph5EO03-0xmw~~&t=kOYnrB95Hj_yeaKfIHcnqA~~
https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/4183438736716820226
https://cfchildren.zoom.us/j/794149726
https://cfchildren.zoom.us/j/794149726
mailto:pcavt@pcavt.org
mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
mailto:pcavt@pcavt.org

