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National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 

The purpose of this eNews is to provide members of the National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse & Exploitation monthly updates on 

trends, issues, studies, and work being done in the field of child sexual exploitation prevention. The material highlighted in the eNews is for 

information purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement. If you believe you are receiving this email in error or would like to  

unsubscribe from this service, please email: PreventTogether@gmail.com. 

Shining Light on the Response to Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 
 

Out of the shadows: Shining light on the response to child sexual abuse and exploitation is an Economist 

Intelligence Unit research programme supported by the World Childhood Foundation and the Oak Founda-

tion with additional support from the Carlson Family Foundation. It is based largely on a country-level 

benchmarking index that evaluates how stakeholders are responding to the scourge of sexual violence 

against children in 40 selected countries. The Out of the Shadows Index examines four categories within 

which these responses take place:  

 

Environment: the safety and stability of a country, the social protections available to families and chil-

dren, and whether norms lead to open discussion of the issue.  

 

Legal framework:  the degree to which a country provides legal or regulatory protections for children 

from sexual exploitation or abuse.  

 

Government commitment and capacity:  whether governments invest in resources to equip institutions 

and personnel to respond appropriately, and to collect data to understand the scope of the prob-

lem.  

 

Engagement of industry, civil society and media:  the propensity for addressing risks to children at the 

industry and community levels, as well as providing support to victims. Created with input from in-

ternational experts, the index draws on the latest available quantitative data and qualitative re-

search.  

 

Using this framework, the United States is ranked fifth in responding to child sexual abuse among the 40 

countries represented by this study, behind the United Kingdom, Sweden, Canada and Australia. The 

study found that the United States has demonstrated its commitment to tackling sexual violence against 

children by developing a national plan of action, and through implementing federal laws to prevent child 

sexual exploitation. Most child sexual abuse offences are regulated by the states. The study determined 

that legal consistency across states and constitutional protections could be strengthened. (Continued on 

page 2) 
 

 

http://www.childhood-usa.org/
http://www.oakfnd.org/
http://www.clcfamilyfoundation.com/
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Registration is Now Open 

 

Registration is now open for the 26th APSAC Colloquium!  Held in Salt Lake 

City, June 18 – 22, the Colloquium will feature 8 advanced training pre-

conference institutes followed by  three full days of workshops, roundtables, 

policy, and research presentations. For more information  and registration, 

follow this link: https://www.apsac.org/about-2019-colloquium 

Duffell to Retire from Committee for Children 

 
Joan Duffell, Executive Director of Committee for Children, has an-

nounced she will be retiring after 35 years with the organization. She 

will stay at Committee for Children for the leadership transition.  

 

Joan served in a number of leadership positions at Committee for Chil-

dren and has been its Executive Director since 2007. During her ten-

ure, Committee for Children has become a national leader in research-

based educational programs. These programs are based in social-

emotional skills in order to prevent bullying and child sexual abuse. 

Their Second Step program is used in 30% of US schools. 

 

Joan, representing Committee for Children, has been a Prevention Coalition member for many years. She 

will certainly be missed! However, Committee for Children will remain one of the Coalition’s most active 

members under the capable leadership of Jordan Posamentier, Director of Policy and Advocacy. 

 

The Committee for Children board has engaged the consulting firm Russell Reynolds to facilitate the nation-

al search for the new executive director. For additional information, or to provide recommendations regard-

ing the search, contact Russell Reynolds via email at CFC@russellreynolds.com.  

Shining Light… (Continued from Page 1) 

A detailed description of the index construction and research process is availa-

ble in a downloadable methodology paper, alongside other resources related 

to working with the model.   

 

As a complement to the index’s country-level focus, this report broadly exam-

ines the barriers and pathways towards addressing sexual violence against 

children. It spotlights the index’s key findings and includes interviews with 

global experts and in-depth secondary research.  

 

The index model is available at https://outoftheshadows.eiu.com.  

https://www.apsac.org/about-2019-colloquium
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2363238-1&h=3233834371&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.russellreynolds.com%2F&a=Russell+Reynolds
mailto:CFC@russellreynolds.com
https://outoftheshadows.eiu.com
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Call for Submissions 

You are invited to submit an abstract for ATSA’s 2019 conference. 

 

The Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers is taking submis-

sions for presentations at its 38th Annual Research and Treatment Con-

ference, taking place in Atlanta, Georgia, November 6-9, 2019. The 

theme for this year's conference is "Shaping the Future."   

 

ATSA welcomes all submissions related to the assessment, treatment, and management of individuals who 

sexually abuse and the prevention of sexual abuse. The conference committee especially invites presenta-

tions that focus on: 

 

• Current best practices in community and corrections-based treatment and management; 

• Strength-based approaches; 

• Strategies for community education; 

• Prevention programs and research; 

• Research and clinical applications of risk and need assessments; and 

• Creative interdisciplinary collaborations with the judiciary, law enforcement, victim advocates, and treat-
ment providers. 

 

The conference committee encourages submissions from students and newly established investigators and 

practitioners, and welcomes presentation formats that include multi-media presentations, mixed research 

and clinical presentations, and TED talk style presentations.  

 

ATSA also encourages presentations that provide continuing education credits for physicians, psychologists, 

social workers, and licensed mental health professionals.    

 

Abstracts are due to ATSA by March 4. Visit https://www.atsa.com/call-for-abstracts to learn more. 

 
 

  

Follow the Prevention Coalition on Social Media! 

If you don’t follow the Prevention Coalition on Twitter (@PreventTogether), be sure 

to start today. Please also take the time to like and retweet the great content our 

members have provided. Check out the Coalition’s website, tweets and blogs at 

www.preventtogether.org and our Linked In site, https://www.linkedin.com/company/

preventtogether/. 

 

 

 

https://www.atsa.com/call-for-abstracts
http://www.preventtogether.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/preventtogether/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/preventtogether/
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NCMEC’s “Your Photo Fate” Has a New Look! 
 

One of the NCMEC’s most popular videos has a new look! Fully animated and modernized, "Your Photo 

Fate" is now available online in both English and Spanish. ‘Your Photo Fate’ illustrates the potential con-

sequences of requesting and sending sexually explicit images. The video offers an important opportunity 

for adults to talk with children and teenagers about healthy relationships, choices, and consequences. 

Both videos are available online at www.netsmartz.org along with updated tip sheets about ‘sexting’ for 

parents and for teens. 

Are You Attending the Symposium in Huntsville? 

 Are you attending the NCAC International Symposium on Child Abuse next month? The Communications 

Committee is going to organize ways that Coalition members can connect with each other and with other 

child abuse professionals to strengthen our shared work of preventing child sexual abuse while we’re in 

Huntsville. If you or your organization will be participating in the Symposium please email  

susan.k.britton@gmail.com.  

Five Days of Action, April 22-26 
 

Five Days of Action is an awareness building campaign about child sexual abuse prevention, led by the 

YMCA Guardians for Child Protection, a group of Y CEOS committed to activating the power of the Y Move-

ment – and other youth serving organizations – to engage communities, improve internal operations and 

advance policy and environmental change to protect children from sexual abuse. Throughout the week 

YMCAs and other youth serving organizations all across the country come together to spread prevention 

messages on social media, host events to train parents and community volunteers, and educate the com-

munity about keeping kids safe from sexual abuse. Last year 376 organizations from 42 states came to-

gether to raise awareness and inspire adults to take action to protect children from sexual abuse. This year, 

let's make it bigger and better! Register here. 

 
Five Days of Action is an initiative of the YMCA Guardians for Child Protection, with support from:  

             

https://www.netsmartz.org/RealLifeStories/YourPhotoFate
https://es.netsmartz.org/RealLifeStories/YourPhotoFate
http://www.netsmartz.org/
https://cdn.netsmartz.org/tipsheets/sexting.pdf
https://cdn.netsmartz.org/tipsheets/tips_for_teens.pdf
mailto:susan.k.britton@gmail.com
https://www.fivedaysofaction.org/sign-up
http://support.d2l.org/site/R?i=esacapPaSUeqEZBeHCT3-A
http://support.d2l.org/site/R?i=3levI3Mxc3D_dir0T8ENpA
http://support.d2l.org/site/R?i=Ob5UGCNo0rkHWNtM0T6YSA
http://support.d2l.org/site/R?i=mSqAdt5p_8p854VJrJU2Ew
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Spotlight on Pillar Five: Developing Sustainable Funds for Prevention 

 

In January and February the Prevention Coalition’s Communications Committee is focusing its attention 

on ways to develop sustainable funding for child sexual abuse and exploitation. If you don’t already, make 

sure you follow the Prevention Coalition on Twitter (@PreventTogether).This month’s tweets include nug-

gets of helpful information. Some examples: 

 

• Because child sexual abuse is rarely a focus area of foundations, child sexual abuse prevention or-
ganizations often must apply for grants that improve health, emotional health or educational perfor-
mance, rather than directly preventing abuse.  

 
• Elevating survivor voices can be a powerful way to convey the heartbreaking effects of child sexual 

abuse and can help motivate donors to support prevention programs. 
 

• Many Children’s Advocacy Centers get community grants to provide child sexual abuse prevention 

training for their local educators, children, law enforcement officers and others.  

Next All-Member Call-In Meeting 

The next Coalition All-Member Call is scheduled for February 19th at 12 noon ET. 

The meeting will focus on 2019 goals and objectives. Mark your calendar! 

NEW Book from NEARI Press: 

Youth with Sexual Behavior Problems: A Practical Guide for Therapists 

Working With  Youth and Their Families – By Rene McCreary, MS, LPC, Direc-

tor of Counseling at Metropolitan Organization to Counter Sexual Assault 

(MOCSA) in Kansas City, MO 

 

This guide, intended for both new and seasoned therapists who work with youth 

with sexually problematic behaviors (SPBs) and their families, is based on cutting-

edge research regarding the most effective therapeutic interventions for treating 

youth with SPBs. This finely-crafted book provides practical activities for reducing 

SPBs, strengthening warm family interactions, and improving parents’ supervision 

and communication practices to help therapists feel more equipped to support and 

treat these families and youth.  

 

“This invaluable book will live on your desk, and not your bookshelf, to be used day in and day out! It of-

fers resources and structured activities built around the important concept of hope for parents of youth 

with SPBs. With these interventions, children with SPBs can grow into warm, productive, loving, and 

healthy adults.”  —Joan Tabachnick, MBA, Principal, DSM Consulting  

 

To order this book, go to: 

https://nearipress.org/press/product/youth-with-sexual-behavior-problems/ 

or call NEARI Press at: (888) 632-7412  

https://nearipress.org/press/product/youth-with-sexual-behavior-problems/
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Advocates Tell Congress Child Sexual Abuse is Preventable 
 

On January 29, the Committee for Children, Futures Without Vio-

lence, and the National Children’s Alliance held a congressional 

briefing to discuss strategies to prevent child sexual abuse. Panel-

ists consisted of Delegate C.T. Wilson, Maryland; Deborah 

Chosewood, Georgia’s Division of Family and Children Services; Dr. 

James Mercy, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); 

Dr. Elizabeth Letourneau, the Moore Center for Prevention of Child 

Sexual Abuse–Johns Hopkins; and moderator Joan Duffell, Commit-

tee for Children. 

 

The briefing described the need to more effectively address the reality of child sexual abuse and asked 

Congress to provide an additional $10 million to the CDC for research on child sexual abuse and strate-

gies to prevent it. (provided by John Sciamanna of the Child Welfare League) 

No Substitute 

Dr. Janet Rosenzweig was asked by Philly.com to discuss on-line safety monitoring 

apps for parents; we’re not surprised that she wrote that there is no substitute for par-

ent child communication!  Read the post here: http://www.philly.com/health/why-you-

shouldnt-solely-rely-monitoring-apps-your-childs-online-safety-20190123.html   

 

 

Call for Committees 
 

Would you like to serve on a Prevention Coalition committee? Serving on a committee is a wonderful way 

to utilize your skills for the greater good. Committees generally meet 6-8 times a year via telephone. The 

Prevention Coalition has three committees: 

  

Membership: Sets membership policy, reviews new member applications, and recruits members in 

alignment with needs and goals of the Coalition. Chairs: Keith Kaufman & Janet Rosenzweig. 

  

Communications: Oversees and participates in the Coalition’s social media efforts, advances the 

goals of the Coalition through public communication, and handles public relations tasks. Chairs: 

Susan Britton & Matt Hartvigsen 

  

Policy: Determines and implements the policy projects that the Coalition undertakes. Chairs: Jetta 

Bernier & Nicole Epps 

  

If you want to be an active part of the Coalition, now is the time! Please contact Catherine Townsend at 

catherinetownsend@yahoo.com to sign up for a committee. 

http://www.philly.com/health/why-you-shouldnt-solely-rely-monitoring-apps-your-childs-online-safety-20190123.html
http://www.philly.com/health/why-you-shouldnt-solely-rely-monitoring-apps-your-childs-online-safety-20190123.html
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=janet+rosenzweig+picture&id=D4C19498A1F87ED36B600821777DD4FB5A078991&FORM=IQFRBA
mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
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MASOC and MATSA Conference 

Registration for the 21st Annual MASOC (MA Society for a World Free 

of Sexual Harm by Youth) and MATSA (MA Association for the Treat-

ment of Sexual Abusers) Conference is now available online. Ensure 

that you get the workshop choices you want by REGISTERING NOW! 

To go directly to the online registration form, CLICK HERE  

 

The 2019 MASOC/MATSA Conference will be held Wednesday, April 

3rd through Friday, April 5th at the Royal Plaza Hotel & Trade Center, Marlborough, Massachusetts. This 

year’s conference, titled Preventing Sexual Violence Through Assessment, Treatment and Safe Man-

agement provides an opportunity for participants to meet with others working to prevent sexual violence, 

learn about the newest research, and build a deeper understanding of the emerging issues.  

Save the Date for the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA) conference 

in Atlanta, GA, November 6-9, 2019!  

February/March/April Events 

 

March 18—21: The International Symposium on Child Abuse, Huntsville, AL. Register now 

 

April 3-5: 21st Annual MASOC (MA Society for a World Free of Sexual Harm by Youth) and MATSA (MA 

Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers) Preventing Sexual Violence Through Assessment, 

Treatment and Safe Management.  CLICK HERE  to register 

 

April 22—26: Five Days of Action: YMCA Guardians for Child Protection (page 4) Register here. 

Submit your events for inclusion in next month’s Events Calendar to drive awareness of your organization! 
Please email information to catherinetownsend@yahoo.com.  

Communications Committee Co-Chairs: Susan Britton & Matt Hartvigsen 

The International Symposium on Child 

Abuse is a premiere conference that  

provides expert training and numerous 

networking opportunities to professionals 

in the child maltreatment field. March 18-

21, 2019; Huntsville, Alabama. Register 

now 

http://masoc.net/conference-information.html
https://www.cvent.com/events/35th-international-symposium-on-child-abuse/registration-b94c600b4b6d4ad7b42e56c209d2d87d.aspx?fqp=true
http://masoc.net/conference-information.html
https://www.fivedaysofaction.org/sign-up
mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
https://www.cvent.com/events/35th-international-symposium-on-child-abuse/registration-b94c600b4b6d4ad7b42e56c209d2d87d.aspx?fqp=true
https://www.cvent.com/events/35th-international-symposium-on-child-abuse/registration-b94c600b4b6d4ad7b42e56c209d2d87d.aspx?fqp=true

